
Date: February 20, 2017 

To: Senator Catherine Osten, Senator Paul Formica, and Representative Toni Walker 

From: Christel Manning, 333 Front Street, New Haven, CT 06513 

Re: Appropriations for arts education 

 

Dear Committee members, 

I am a registered voter in New Haven, CT, and I write to express my strong support for continued 

funding of Educational Center for the Arts (ECA). My daughter Sheila has attended ECA Visual Arts 

program for 2 years now, and it is the one thing about school she loves the most.  

ECA illustrates the best of what magnet schools are supposed to offer. Her teachers are passionate 

and professional and rigorous, and the kids come from all over the state, creating a rare instance of 

real diversity in the classroom. Arts education is too often one of the first subjects to get on the 

budget chopping block because some people mistakenly think it is some kind of luxury. But research 

shows art education actually benefits children in very real ways that have spill over into other 

academic subjects. And in today’s media driven economy, art education teaches young people 

practical skills they will need in the job market.  

These types of programs will always be available to children from wealthier families who can provide 

private tuition. ECA is a unique program that provides art education based on merit, regardless of 

income. I urge you to save ECA! 

Sincerely, 

Christel Manning 

 

 


